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Pauatahanui Residents Association 
Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at 325 Gray’s Road at 7.30 pm on Thursday 22 January 2009
1. Present.  John Malsher [Chair], Alan Gray [Secretary], Mike Conroy. Lynette Wharfe, Ken McAdam, Nicky Chapman, and Kay Middleton. In attendance for part of the meeting were Moira Lawlor and Jason Harvey-Wills from PCC to discuss the Pauatahanui Village Strategy ; and Wally Brown, Sharon Evans and Gael McRoberts to discuss the Pauatahanui History project. 
2. Apologies:  Janet and John Mazenier and Mary Dighton. 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting of Thursday 20 November 2008.were approved-moved: Mike; seconded: Ken.
4. Matters arising from the Minutes:  
4.1. Pauatahanui Village Strategy – Moira Lawlor and Jason Harvey Wills presented an update on the Pauatahanui Village Strategy following the completion of 5 workshops. They presented a draft publication on the results of the workshop which will be published complete with an action plan. This will then go to Council and other organisations with recommendations for action. Current actions are-

· Complete the document for publication complete with photos. 

· John to make a verbal presentation to Council’s Strategy, Finance, and Regulatory Committee meeting on 12/02/2009 who will be considering the document then. 
· Jason is the person in Council who will be working on the recommendations and will be the contact person jharvey-wills@pcc.govt.nz  This will have joint benefits as Jason is also coordinating the Pauatahanui Inlet Walkway initiative. 

Moira suggested that PRA follow the action of Plimmerton Residents Association who developed a ‘memorandum of understanding’ {MOU] to give clarity to the relationship with other residents and Council on implementing their Village Strategy. 

Mike requested the addition to each recommendation of a reference to any documents that pertain to it. 

When the publication is complete it should go on the <www.pauatahanui.com>  website together with any relevant PCC documents. Moira will be the contact person for assistance with relevant documents. PRA will be responsible for distribution of the document once it is published.  
For the presentation to PCC on 12/02/2009 it was suggested to stress the level of community involvement in this process; that there are simple issues to get the process started, but it is also important that the big issues are not neglected in all the other activity going on in the area such as Windfarms, the Rural Review, Transmission Gully Motorway, etc. There is a need to establish key priorities with a budget attached to them. 

Moira and Jason were thanked for their efforts

4.2. A History of the Pauatahanui Area– Wally Brown, Sharon Evans and Gael McRoberts of the Pauatahanui History Group presented a written proposal for a Pauatahanui History book. to capture the extensive history of the area which at one time  included Pauatahanui being the major social commercial and administrative centre for the Porirua basin[from about 1875 to1895]-
·  There is no complete account of the land and its people from earliest times. 

· The chapters will be based on a combined chronological and thematic framework.

· The two main themes will be ‘use of natural resources’, and ‘transport’.  These are seen as being the two main influences on the people who settled and developed the Pauatahanui district. 

· The geographic extent of the Pauatahanui district is defined as being bounded to the north by the top of the Paekakariki Hill, to the south by the top of Haywards Hill and the top of Belmont Road, to the east by the Whakatiki River (at the end of Bull’s Run Road), and to the west by Brown’s Bay and the eastern side of the Plimmerton Hill.

· The time frame will be from prior to human settlement, to Maori occupation and use, to Pakeha settlement, and the end point will be determined as the collection and analysis of material proceeds.

· The book will be between 150 and 250 pages long, and will contain both text and illustrations.  Consideration will be given to including a CD-ROM containing additional material.

· In 2000 the Titahi Bay Residents and Ratepayers Progressive Association published “The Bay: A History of Community at Titahi Bay”.  The Pauatahanui history could be modelled on this 200-page book, which follows a chronological sequence from pre-history to 1999, contains illustrations on every page, incorporates facts and reminiscences, is written in a non-academic style, and uses appendices to present background material.

· Members of the Project Group will collect material [already started] and engage a Professional Historian [when funds allow] to work with the Group.

The request is for the PRA to act as an ‘umbrella’ for the project, as the official body to raise funds by applying to funding groups, and to act as treasurer for any monies raised.
The Management Committee supported the project as outlined but requested more information before committing “seeding’ money from its funds to get the Project started. These are-

· A memorandum of understanding between the Project Group and PRA outlining areas of responsibility and accountability so that there is maximum transparency. 

· An approximate budget for the entire project? 

· How the project group will deal with copyright issues? 
· An approximate time frame? 

PRA will need to be the organisation responsible for auditing and accounting for all moneys raised for the project and will open a separate bank account for this.  
The Group will try and have these items available for the next PRA meeting of 19/02/2009. 

Any person  wishing to make  contact with  the Pauatahanui History Group can contact Gael McRoberts , 3 Lambley Road, Titahi Bay. Telephone # 236-7112; E-mail  gaelmcr@slingshot.co.nz 
4.3. Proposed Plan Change 7 to the Porirua City District Plan “Windfarms.” Hearings on this plan change by PCC have been long delayed but are now expected in April.  

5. General Business

5.1. Puketiro Windfarm.  The contract between Greater Wellington Regional Council and RES to develop this windfarm using part of Battlehill Farm Park has been cancelled and a new contract is being drawn up. The 5 turbines proposed for Battle Hill have been cancelled along with some turbines on private land running parallel to Moonshine Road and on ridgelines above Flighty’s road. However, road access  through battle Hill farm park is considered critical to any new plan, and proposed turbines adjacent to the farm park will have  turbine blade flyover and cables to connect the wind farm to the national grid will pass through the Park. 

5.2. Draft Battlehill Farm Forest Park Management Plan.  The new plan which replaces the previous one which had been heavily criticised and challenged in Court, is currently open for public submissions. Submissions close on 2 March 2009. Nicky, Mike and Ken will prepare a submission for PRA.. The Pauatahanui Futures Society Inc (PFS Inc) court action against the GWRC has been settled subject to payment of costs by the defendant (GWRC) who admitted and have rectified the questionable activities surrounding the revision of the Battle Hill Park Management Plan.
6. Other business

6.1. Accounts. The current balance stands at $4,275. There is a need to update the signatories, and to open a bank account specifically for the Pauatahanui History Project if funding for it is approved at the next meeting. 
6.2. Keep Porirua Beautiful    A letter from “Keep Porirua Beautiful” asks if PRA would consider nominating a representative to their executive so that each residential Village of Porirua is represented. Kay will approach some people who may be interested in such a role. 
6.3. Transmission Gully Motorway-  A recent meeting of the Transmission Gully Action Group [TGAG]  which PRA is represented on; agreed to try and arrange a meeting with the Ministers of Transport and  Finance to discuss and support work on the Transmission Gully Motorway

6.4. The Long Term Council Community Plan.  Councillors are currently working on a new draft Long Term Plan for public consultation. It could involve rates increases of up to 5%, although some Councillors are trying for an actual decrease in rates given the current financial climate. Either way Councillors have some tough decisions to make on what, and what not, to recommend for funding. 
6.5. A Draft Tree and Vegetation Policy. Council has sent a draft document on this subject. It seems to be aimed at managing trees and small vegetation plots on Council land and parks. At face value it seems to offer little relevant assistance to co-ordinating or assisting with vegetation management in rural areas which are already affected by a mass of plans. The suggestion is that we request that rural zones are exempted from this document and that it is replaced with a separate document with very targeted measures aimed at establishing some specific relevant control (such as specifications for vegetation control on rural roads) and a mechanism to co-ordinate the multitude of vegetation/environmental management plans already in place. Mike and Ken will draft a submission which has a closing date of 20/03/2009. 
6.6. Charities Commission. PRA had applied to the Charities Commission to be registered as a charity to maintain its tax free status. This has been declined on the grounds that  PRA   “is predominantly involved in advocating for political or  legislative change”!!!! Nicky and Ken will study this decision and make a recommendation on whether to appeal it. 

7. Correspondence:

7.1. Inward   

7.1.1.  Various PCC committee & other papers including-

· A report on review of the village programme  prepared for the November 26 committee meeting of Council. [12/12/2008] Sent to Management Committee.

· Report on the result of submissions on the Draft Porirua City Centre revitalisation Plan [13/12/2008]. Sent to members. 

· Minutes of the meeting to discuss the Pauatahanui Pathway project held on 02/12/2008 [11/12/2008]. Circulated to the Management Committee.

· An update on the villages programme [18/12/2008]. Circulated to the Management Committee

· Minutes of a meeting held on 02/12/2008 to discuss the Pauatahanui Inlet Walkway [11/12/2008]. Circulated to the Management Committee

· Porirua city Council Draft Tree and vegetation Policy. [12/01/2009] calling for submissions.  

7.1.2. A letter from Dennis Ormsby, Chair of Keep Porirua Beautiful asking if PRA would consider nominating a representative to their executive so that each residential Village of Porirua is represented. [20/11/2008] Circulated to the MC.

7.1.3. A press release from RES about changes to the proposed Puketiro Windfarm [05/12/2008] Circulated to the Management Committee. 

7.1.4. Proposal to PRA to support   a History of the Pauatahanui District. [11/01/2009]. Circulated to Management Committee. 

7.1.5. A letter from the Charities  Commission declining PRA’s application for registration as a charity. [15/01/2009].

7.2.  Outward-Nil
8. Date of Next meeting – 19 February  7.30 pm at 325 Grays Road. 
    John Malsher
Chair

Pauatahanui Residents Association

Website www.pauatahanui.com 
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